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to the N x; Heaven. John i ill. 5. 


Ar Chriſtians are in a State of Reponeration 


by the Grace of Baptiſm, into. the Name of 


the. Holy Trinity, By Baptiſm, they profeſs themſelves 
Diſciples of Jeſus, Chriſt in his Kingdom of Grace, to 
ſeek for Life, Righteouſneſs, and SanQtification in him 


to live by his Spirit, in Conformity to his Doctrine, 
Life, Sufferings and, Death, in a continual Reſiſtance 
of the Corruptions of their Nature, the Lempeations | 


of the World and the Devil. 


This Profeſſion faithfully kept, i is their Progreſs. in 


the way of Regeneration. Some only outwardly make 


this Profeſſion, and ſo only have the Name of Chriſti- 
ans. Some make it in a much better manner; yet be- 


ing very defective in their Conformity to the Liſe and 
Doctrines of Jeſus, live and die far ſhort of that Puri- 
fication, or Renewal of the inward Man, which the 
Religion of the Goſpel propoſes. 


Others renouncing all for Chriſt, and following bis 


Counſels, as well as his Precepts, arrive at high Degrees 
of Regeneration, and experience ſuch a Life in Chriſt, or 
ſuch a Manifeſtation of Chriſt in them, as others, leſs 
faithful to their Maſter, muſt be Strangers to. 

Jo aſk therefore by what ftrange or ren Ef. 
fats. the Work of the New. Birth is to be known'and 
felt to be dine in the Soul, is a very improper and uſe- 
leſs Queſtion. Becauſe Regeneration is not to be con- 


fider'd as a Thing done, but as a State that is progreſ- | 


five, or as a Thing that is continually doing. 

If it be further aſk'd, What are then the . cer- 
tain. Marks or Effeas of a bighly advanc d Degree of 
Regeneration, which Chriſtians are to laat for ? ; 


It may be anſwer'd, This Queſtion is not uſeful : 
Firſ, Becauſe there is no Obligation upon any one, to 


know and feel the Height, or Advancement of his State. 
Secondly, Becauſe the Enquiry after ſuch Knowledge, 
and inward Feeling of it, is very dangerous. And 
A 2 Thirdly, 


kee 16 be born of Water * the Spirit ye cannot enter in- 
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_ Thirdly, Becauſe it can be no hurt to any one's Piety 
and Holineſs, to take it to be lower than it really is. 
Fourthly, Becauſe nothing keeps up our Progreſs in the 
way of Regeneration, let it be in what Degree it wi 
in us, but our conflant Fidelity in conforming to the 
Doctrines, Life and Death of Jeſus Chriſt. Fiſibh, 
Becauſe this Queſtion direQs, and turns People's Minds, 
to the ſeeking after certain Efe#s, merely from Ideas 
and Deſcriptions of them, when their Minds ſhould 
only be ſet upon the Cauſes that are to produce them. 
Thus, ſuppoſing it to be true, that an Aſſurance of 
Salvation, or Continuance in Grace, was a genuine Ef- 
Fett of a certain Degree of Regeneration; Chriſtians 


ſhould not be directed to ſeek for this Aſſuratice, as a 
certain Mark or Effed of ſuch a Degree of Regenerati- I 
on, for this is directing them to ſeek for this Effect 


from their ozonſelves, and not from the State of their 
Por their Minds and Imaginations will be naturally 
upon the Stretch, how to work themſelves up into this 
Pnch of Aſſurance, and ſo it will be ſomething chat 
they have ſeiz d upon by their n Mill, and not re- 
ceiv'd as the genuine Effets of their State in Grace. 
Whereas, ſuppoſing (but not granting) this Aſſurance 
to be the proper Effect of a certain Degree of the 
New Birth, yet it is an Effect that is not to be ſought 
for before- hand, but only to be Teceiv'd when its proper 
Cauſe has producd it. 
It is a great Error to fix any certain Marks or Effects 
to ſuch a Degree of Regeneration, for its Effects will 
be various in different) Perſons, from a Variety of 
Cauſes, both on the Part of God and Man. 
The truly pious Chriftian, in whom the Holy 
Ghoſt dwelleth as in bis Temple, is indeed in a State 


„ bigh Acquieſcence in God; but he wants no more to 


have this Acquieſcence turned into an Aſſurance of his 
own Mind, that he cannet fall from his State of Grace, 
than he wants to have the Promiſes of God made ſure 
to him, by the Promiſe of ſome mortal Man. 

And if it pleaſes God to impreſs ſtrongly and plainly 
upon his Mind, that his Salvation is ſecured. he re- 


* 


ceives 
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exiyes it, as be dies every thing from God, with a 
grateful Mind; yet will he not re in it, or receive it 
a5 à Cięn of his ob Regeneration, but rather as a Sign 
that God ſaw his Ve 2 ſtood in need of it; and ſo 
will paſs it over, and return to an bumble, total Reſi 19- 
nation of his whole Soul, Spirit, and Boch, both for 
Time and Eternity, into the Hands of God, through 
Faith in the Merits of his Saviour Jeſus Chrift. $1 ,-. 
Leaft of all can ſuch a one call peremptorily upon 1 
others for ſuch an Aſſurance as he has had, or condemn 3 
their Refgnation and Peace in the want of it; he will | 
be more afraid of thus meddling with the Things of | 
God, than of being a B Bo 22% in other Mens Matters. 
The only uſeful Queſtion in this Matter is this, how _ 
a Man may know that he is in the Jay of Regenerati- 
on, that he is ſpiritually alive, and growing i in the | in- 
ward and new Man? _ 
It may be anſwered, Juft as the State, Nature, 150 
Life, of the natural Man makes itſelf to be known and felt. 
The ſame Proofs are to be expected in both Caſes 
the ſpiritual Man is to know that he is alive in the fame. 
manner, as the natural Man knows and feels his Life. 'Y 
In theſe things, in the Imagination, Will, Deſire, "8 
Thoughts and Inclinations, conſiſts the Life of each 
Nature; and, what is more than theſe, is to be con- 
' fidered- as the ourward Fruits and Effects of each Na- 
dure. | 
Now thoug gh the nataral Life | in all Men'i is one Sk 
the. ſame, et bers are under it Variety of Complex ions, | 
which my Men of the fame Nature almoſt infinitely 
| different from one another. Now the Matter is juſt thus 
With the ſpiritual Man, or in the inward World; as 
many different Complexions ariſe in the Soul enlight- | 
ened by the Son of God, as in the Soul enlightened by 
the outward Light of this World. f 
It is therefore a wel- grounded and undeniable | 
Truth, that the new fpiritual Man hath. bis particular 
Complexion, as ſure as the outward and natural Man 
| hath. Hence it is, that there has been ſo great a Dif- 
ference in the Form and Character of the moſt eminent 
and faithful bervants of God ; one could ak of no- 
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thing but Penitence and penitential Aufterities, another 
all inflam'd with the Love of God, could think or ſpeak 
of nothing elſe ; ſome have been driven into a holy Soli- 
tude, living as John the ' Baptiſt; others have been 
wholly taken up in Works of Charity, loving their 
Neighbour even more than themſelves. A great Va- 
riety of this kind has been always found amongſt thoſe 
who were molt truly devoted to God, whoſe Variety is 
not only not hurtful in itſelf, nor diſpleaſing to God, 
but is as much according to his Will, and the Deſigns 
of his Wiſdom, as the Difference between Cherubims 
and Seraphims, or the Vagiety of the Stars in the Fir- 
J ond F 
Every Complexion of the inward Man, when ſancti- 
ed by Humility, and ſuffering itſelf to be turn'd, and 
mod by the Holy Spirit of God, according to iis 
particular Frame and 3 helps mightily to increaſe 
that Harmony of divine Praiſe, Thankſgiving and A- 
doration, which muſt ariſe from different In/irumen!s, 
Sounds, and Hoices. To condemn this Yariety in the Ser- 
vants of God, or to be angry at thoſe, who have not 
ferv'd him in the way that we have choſen for ourſelves, 
is but too plain a Sign, that we have not enough re- 
_ nounc'd Seifiſbneſs, Pride, and Anger. 7M 
From this Variety of Complexions both in the in- 
ward and outward Man, we may make ſome uſeful Ob- 
ſervations.. And the firſt may be this, that every Man 
whoſe Complexion is ftrong in him, as to one particu- 
lar Kind, is vehemently inclined to imprint the ſame 
upon others, and that others of the ſame Kind are na- 
turally diſpoſed to catch and receive it from him. But 
1 ſhall conſider this Matter only with regard to Religi- 
on. Let it be ſuppoſed that Men of a certain Com- 
plexion, have taken upon them to try the religious State 
of others. by tbeſe Queſtions: Are you ſure that you 
_. ſhould. be able to die a Martyr ? Do you find certain 
_  trong Reſolutions, not in your Head, or your Brain, 
but in your inward Man, that you would not refuſe a 
Martyrdom of any Kind? Have you the Witneſs of the 
Spirit within you, bearing witneſs. with your Spirit, that 
. you are in this State? I 19 


©» Now, tis beyond all Queſtion, that an Examination 
of this Kind, or a Demand of ſuch a Faith, can have no 
. better Foundation than Complexion. Who do you 
think would be moſt likely to come into this Faith.? 
Firſt, It would be thofe that were moſt zn/iiely to keep 
it. It would be thoſe who knew the {aft of themſelves, 
and whoſe Piety had more of Heat, than of Ligbt in it. 
It would be 2%, whoſe outward Man was of the ane 
"Complexion, that was Sanguine, capable of 2 falſe Fire, 
and willing to have the Gery of Reſolutions, and fine. 
Perſuaſions at ſo eaſy a Rate. Let it now be ſuppoſed, 
that People of another Complexion ſhould put ſuch 
Queſtions as theſe: Do you'#now-and feel that all your 
Sins are forgiven you ? Do you know ⁊uben and where, 
or at what Time, and in what Place, you receiv'd this 
Forgiveneſs ? Do you know when and 2vhere you ceas'd 
to be one of thoſe Sinners call d to Repentance ? And be- 
came one of thoſe Whole, that need not a Phyſician? © 
Have you an ahſo/ute Aſſurance' of your Salvation, and 
that you cannot poſſibly fall from your State of Grace? 
Now who may be thought to be the moſt likely to come 
VVV 
Nirſt, Not he who is deeply humble, that abhors Se/f- 
r ee and truly knows the Free Grace of God. 
Such a one would ſay, I believe the Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
with as much Aſſurance, as I believe there is a God; I 
believe that Jeſus Chriſt does now, to all thoſe who 
have a true, and full Faith in him, that which he did to 
thoſe who ſe believed in him, when he was upon Earth. 
That he forgives their Sins, as immediately, as certain- 
ly, as fully, as when he ſaid by an outward Voice, Thy 
Sins are y - Booſh thee. I believe, that in his Faith lies 
all our Strengtb, and Poſſibility of growing up in the in- 
ward Man, and recovering that Image and Likeneſs of 
God, in which we were created; that to this Faith all 
things are poſlible, and that by this Faith every Enemy 
we have, whether he be within us, or without us, may, 
and muſt be entirely overcome. I believe, that to Re- 
pentance and Faith in Chriſt, Salvation is made as. e- 
cure, and as abſolutely afſur'd, as Paradiſe was made /e- 


cure io the Thief upon the Croſs, by the expreſs . 


* a 
of our Saviour. I believe that my own Sins; were they 
greater, and more than the Sins of the whole World, 
would be wholly: expiated, and taken away, by my 
Faith in the Blood and Life of my blefled Saviour, 
But if I now want to add. ſomething. of my own 
to this Faith, if this great and glorious. Faith, is 
Atfective, and faves me not, till I can. add my 
own Senſe, and my. own Feeling to it, at ſuch a Time 
or Place, is not this ſaying in the plaineſt Man- 
ner, that Faith alane cannot juſtify me? Is not this 
making bss Faith in the Blood of Chriſt q actius, and 
inſalſtcient, to my Salvation, till a Ce atigfaction, an 
un · Plaaſure, an oνν? Tate are join d with it? Might 
ĩt not better be ſaid, that Faith could not juſtiſy me till 
it had Works, than that it cannot juſtify me without 
theſe inward HWorkings, Feelings, Hitnefings of my own 
Mind, Senſe, and Imagination ? Is there not likely to be 
amore hurtful Se!f-ſeeking, a more hurtful Se/foconfidence, 
à more hurtful Se- Truſt, a more dangerous Se/f-Deceit, 
in making Faith to depend upon theſe inward Horkings 
and Feelings, than in making it dependant upon outward 
good Works of our own ? WEN „„ 
- Secondly, No one who has truly refign d unto God in 
all things, would come into theſe Queſtions; for to be 
reſign d unto God in all things, and yet ſeek to be not re- 
Vin d to him in theſe great Matters above - mention d, is a 
Contradict ion. „ 
Such a one would ſay, I ſeek not to have an inward 
Senſe and Feeling of the certainty of theſe things, becauſe 


dat would be departing from that pure, entire, full. Faith 


in God, and Reſignation of myſelf to him, which alone 
ean juſtify me in his Sight, and make me. capable of the 


|  - Operations of his Holy Spirit. He can only then do all 


His good Pleaſure in me, when I have no own Wll, no 
.Self-ſeeking ; this total Reſignation of myſelf to him, is the 
one only immediate Diſpoſition, or Capability of enjoying 


ts God bimfelf with all his infinite Pre aſures, Particular 
Impreſſions, ſenſible Convictions, ſtrong, Taſtes, high Satis 


Flachiom, though they may be often the good Giſts of 


God, yet if they are much ſought. for, or vella in, they 
ne el ee u n, 
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10 lay the Foundation of ſpiritual Pride, 84 fo be- 
come a Wall of Partition between God and the Soul. 
For the Soub may be as fully fixed in Selſiſnneſs, through 
a Fondneſs of ſenſible Sweetneſs, pious Motions, and 
delightful Enjoy ments in ſpiritual e as by: a Fond- 


neſs for earthly Satisfactions. 


: | Thirdly, No one, whoſe Heart was truly touched by : 


A 2 and perfect Love of God, could come into theſe 


ions. For this Love cannot ſeek for Self-comfott 
in the Anſwer of ſuch Queſtions as theſe. 
Such a Perſon would ſay, My Religion conſiſts in 


e 25 this Satidha Ran maid 


not my own, What God wills, that I will; what Gad 
loves, that I love; What pleaſes God, that pleaſes me. 
I have no defire to now any thing of myſelf, or to 
feel any thing in myſelf, but gle Xe am an -Infiramest 
in the Hands of God, to be, to di, and ſuffer accord- 


ing to his good Pleaſure: I am content to Know that I 
teve and rejoice in God alare, that he is what he is, and 


that I am what he pleaſes to make of me, and nn 
me. | 
Seeing then it appears that 'the truly bumble Mas, 
che Man that is wholly reigned to God, and the pure 
Lover of him, are not likely to come into the Religion 
of theſe Queſtions, 151 us now fee who may be 726 7 
N to receive it. 

Firſt, All young perſons, whoſe. Paſſions had got 


oy been much awwakened,. or ſpent their Fire; who had 


ut little Experience of themſelves, and the Deceitſul- 


neſs of their owon Hearts ; for every thing in their Na- 
ture would help them to "like, love, and obtain ſuch an 


Aſſurance, Strength of Conviction, inward ROT as is 


here required. 


Secondiy, All reſtleſs Self lowers, bo were uneaſy 


with themſelves, and every thing elſe, who could find 


nothing in Religion or common Life tbat enough 


pleaſed them; theſe would be eaſily perſuaded to work 


themſelves up into a Belief, that their Sins were for- 
given them at ſuch a Time, or that Chriſt took an en- 


tire Poſſeſſion of them at ſach a Place. For hearing 
| UAC 3 * this, and that they 


only 


(10) 
only wanted it, becauſe of their want of Faith in it, 
mey would naturally embrace this, as the ſhorteſt way 
to Comfort and Reſt in thegſebves, in their own. 4 
1 8 
Thirdly, All Perſons of a er e and ima- 
ginary Complexion, would likely to ſtrike in with 
the Religion of theſe Queſtions. For ſuch Perſons' re- 
ceiving every thing frongly, and having a Power of be- 
-lieving and imagining almoſt in any degree as they 
pleaſe, they would not find it hard to comply wilh Doc- 
trines ſo ſuited to their Nature, and which indulged that 
in them, which wanted moſt. to be indulged, a * 
Imagination. E 

*Fourthly, All thoſe who 0 Ap God, 25 to make 
bim from all Eternity abſeluteꝶy to elect ſome i0 an i, 
reſiſtiblè Salvation, and abſolutely to reprobate others 
to an unavoidable Damnation. For there could be no 
ſubſiſting under ſuch an horrid Belief as this, but by 
thoſe, who through a blind Partiatity, ſtrong Biaſs of , 
« Self-love, and Self-efteem, can work themſelves. up into | 
a full Aſſurance, inward infallible Feeling, that they are ˖ 

in the Number of the 0 el eded from all 
"Eternity. hs, ; 
Laſtly, Theſe Queſtions are a great Bait to all kinds 
/ 
[ 


i of Hypocrites, who muſt find themſelves much inclined 
to enter into a Religion, where they may paſs imme- 
Jiately for Saints, upon their own Teſtimony, and ſtand 
in the higheſt Rank of Piety, and of Intereſt in one. 
merely by their own laying claim to it. 
Suppoſe it was to be aſked: Chriſtians, as b 10 | 
their Salvation, Do you believe and know that yau | 
have the Se/-denial and | Mortification of Jobn the Baptiſt ? | 
Have you an inward Conviction that you have a Zeu/ p 
_ _ equal to that of St. Paul? Have you an Aſſurance that 
. T our Love is full as bigh as that of John the Ewvangelift? | 
That your Fenitence is equal to that of Mary Magdalene? 
Could theſe Queſtions, with any . from 
Sirininry; be Ps to all Chriſtiane, 28 Terms of their 
Salvation? 
Vet there is as much Foundation i in the Goſpel, for 
3 purting ſuch Queſtions: as thele, and matiog the: Sal- 


vation 


. 5 
vation of Chriſtians to depend upon them, as ſor aſking 
them on the ſame. Account, I ben and where: they felt 
their Sins were forgiven them? When and where they 
felt Chriſt to take an entire Poſſeſſion of them? When 
and where they felt themſelves made ſure of their Salva- 
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: tion, and incapable of falling from their Stare of Grace? - 
| For what is all this but calling, haſtening, and ſtir- 
; ring up People to ſee for Selt-Juſtification, and com- 
" WW pelling them to hint highly, and affirm raſhy of them- 
ſelves, in order to be ſaved? Why might it not be as 
7 well to call upon them to ſay, I feel myſelf as good as 
t St. Paul, as pions; as St. John, as to ſay, I feel that my 
- WH Salvation is ſecure, and that I cannot fall from my State 
of Grace? Is not this making Faith in one's ſelf,” as 
cod, as neceſſary, and as beneficial to us as Faith in 
: rift? C 
Would it not be as well, nay better, to make good 9 
Works of our own neceſſary to true Faith, than to | 
f make Self- Juſtification, which is not a good Work, to be | 
the very Effence and Perfection of it?;ʒñꝰ + 2 
2 The Matter will not be much mended. by ſaying, "2. 
4 that this Feeling and Aſſurance is acknowledg'd to be the 
pure Gift of God, and ſo cannot be called our own,. or 4 
our o Juſtification. | For if I have not this Gift of | 
r God, till I pronounce it myſelf, till my own Feeling and | 
I Aſſuranee confirms it to me, I am ſelſ. juſtified, becauſe | | 
e eben riſes, from wha f Tel and declare of h 
ET 7 intel ß ̃ͤ Dp VR 2970, = 
, 4.24 ftrangely muſt they have read the Goſpel, who | 
5 can take a naked implicit Faith, and an bumble total 9 
4 Reſignation: of our Spirit, State; and Life, into the 1 
2 Mercy and Goodneſs of God, to be not only a poor and 1 
if imperfed, but a reprobate State; or that à Man has no if 
. uae and ſaving Faith, till it is an infallible dun- Feeling, 
9 and Self-afſurance ? What muſt ſuch People think of 
> our Saviour dying upon che Croſs, with, theſe Words 1 
A in his Mouth; My God, my God, why baſt thou forſaken i 
ir ne Will they ſay. that this is a dangerous State? Is | 
the Spirit of Chriſt here to be renounced? Will they ſay, 
1 that no neao · born Chriſtian can die in this Manner? Or 
J. chat if he does, he is not in à State of Salyation ? 
n 15 


To 


| Won 
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To know no more, and to ſeek to know: no mare of 
our Salvation, than we can know by an implicit Faith, 
—— Reſignation of ourſelves to God in Chriſt 


Jeſus, is the true ſaving Knowledges of Chriſt, and ſuch 


as keeps us in the higheſt Dette of Flues to ve 


our perfect Salvation. enn 


- T hope it will here be obſerved, that Jin OY 
preciure, undervalue, or reject any particular Impreſſions, 
ſtrong Influences, delightful Senſations, or heavenly Fore- 


de in he ie Nie] white holy Spi ef God 
may at times beſtow upon good Souls; I leave them 


their juſt Worth, I acknowledge them to be the good 


Gifts of God, as ſpecial Calls, and Awaleninꝑs to for- 


ſake our Sins, as great -Tnciterents to deny ourſelves, 


and take up our Crofs, and follow Chriſt with greater 
Courage, and Reſolution. 


„They may be xs Beef / and N to u in bur ſpi- 


ritual Life, as other Bleſſings of God, fuch as Proſpe- 
_ rity, Health, happy Complexion, and the like. But then, 
as outward Bleffin 2 remarkable Providences, religious 
Ge oh t 

_ awaken us, and excite our Converſion" to God, and 


hike, may be very ſerviceab e to 
much aſſiſt the ſpiritual Life; ſo they may very eaſily 


. have a contrary Effect, ſeive to fill us with Pride, 5 


Self-Satisfa#ion, * and make us eſteem ourſelves,” „ 2s 

eater Favourites of 'God; than thoſe that want them. 
may yet be led to a higher Degree of Goodneſs, 
be in a more bur d State, and ſtand nearer to God in 


their poor, , and ined Condition, than we in 


the midſt of great Bleflings. - 
It is juſt thus with regard to thoſe imverd Bleſfngs of 


| the ſpiritual Life. | They are ſo many Spurs, Metives 
and Jntitementsto livewbolly 1 ; yet they may 


inſtead of that, fill us with Seff-Sath/atim and Self- 


. eftcem, and prompt us to diſpiſ others that want them, 
as in a poor, mean, and reprobate State; who' yet may 


be Teer advanced, and ſtand in a nearer Degree of 


nion with God, by Humility, Faith, Refignation, and 
Fure Lowe, in their inward Humiliq, than we who live 


upon ſpiritual Sani: ene, __ can Fs of nothing 
5 All 


— * 


„ 1 
9 All that I would here ſay of theſe inward Delights 
© | and Enjoyments, is only this, They are not Holineſs, 
h they are not Piety, they are not Perfection, but they 
0 are God's gracious Allurements and Calls to ſeek after 3 
BE Holineſs and fpiritual Perfection. They are not to be q 
e- ſought for, for their own ſakes ; they are not to be | 
: pray ed for, but with ſuch a ee ay and R-. 
„ fipnation, as we muſt pray for any earthly Bleſlings ; 4 
d they are not to be refed in, as the Perfection of our | 
m Souls, but to be received as Cordials, that ſuppoſe uns 
„do be fich, faint, and Janguiſhing ; and ought rather 
r. © to convince us, that we are as yet but Babes, than 
bg. that we are really Men of Gd. 92 
er 1 Bat to demand them in others, to make them uneaſy 
| under the Want of them, full of Search and Endea- 


| 
wvour how to come at them, and ſatisfied in the Enjoy- | 
ment of them, is as great a Miſtake: in itſelf, and ass 
- prejudiciat to true Piety, as to make outzward- Bl gps | 
of Providence, Marks of Salvation, or worldly Poverty, 4 
| «4 and Diftreſs, to be'Proofs, that we are not born of 
There are indeed Impreſſions and Communic xk 
tions from God, which are more neceſſary and efſen-- {| 
e tial to the pious Life ofthe Soul, than the Impreſſions x? 
«| of the Sun are to the comfortable Life of our out- 
Hard Man. And he that prays for nothing elſe but 
'« theſe divine Communications and Impreſſions, who 
„thinks of nothing elſe, truſts in nothing elſe, as able 
to comfort, ſtrengthen and enrich his Soul; he that 
is thus all Prayer, all Love, all Defire, and all Faith, 
in theſe Communications and Impreſſions from above, 
is juſt in the ſame State of Sobrieg, as he that only 
1 prays that God would not leave him to himſelf. For 
* the that is without any thing of theſe Communications 
'« and Impreſſions of God upon him, is in the ſame 
66 State of Death and Separation from God as the Devils 
ae”. | Wy 5g | . N 
Iheſe r or Operations: of God upon our 
Souls, are of the Eſſence of Religion, which has no 
" 1 of the groſs errors, Ic. in the Plain Account of 
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; Goodnefs in it, but o far as it introduces the Life, 


only praying that we may net be left 10 ourſelves ; to 
pray always for theſe with Faith, and hunger and thirſt 
after them, is only praying earneſtly that the Kingdom 


tion, ſo fardeliver'd from the Power. of Sin, and ſo 
far purify'd,'as it has renounc'd all own Will and own 
Deſire, to have nothing, receive nothing, and be no- 
thing, but what the one 29 of God cher for it, 


5 . in the Soul, when ſtript of all Selfiſnneſs, it has 


tion or Deſire, but What branches from the Love o 


D err 
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Power, and Preſence of God into the Soul. The pray- 
ing therefore for Impreſſions of this kind from God, is 


of God may come, and bis Will be done in u. 
For the Soul is only ſo far cleans'd from its Corrup- 


and does to it. 
This, and 15. aline is the true Kinodom of. God 


only one Lowe, and one Will in it, when it has no Mo- 


1 God, and reſigns itſelf wholly to the Will of God. 

There i is nothing Evil, or the Cauſe of Evil to ei- 
* ther Man or Devil, but his „dun Wi in ; there 3 is arg 
© Good i in itlelf, e 


But then it is to * en un white WE: of 
Change, or [Flaſh of Conviction, is by no means offfic- 
tbe Ares of true Converſion, and} ls no more p 

. be 
| 1 Frere Lawent, | 


"Oy 


, Ibe demanded i in ourſelves, or others, than ſuch a Light 
from Heaven, as ſhone round St. Paul, and caſt him 
to the ground. Secondly, That no one is to expect, 
3 to for require, that another ſhould receive his Converſion, 
hirſt Nor Awakening, from the fame Cauſe, or in the ſame 
gdm Manner, as he has done, that is, that Heaven, or Hell, 
Jor the Juice or Love of God, or Faith in Chriſt, 
rup- either as our Light, or our Atonement, ' muſt needs be | 
d ſo the fir/? Awalezing of the Soul, becauſe it has been ſo 
own with him. 7 bird, 5, That this Stroke of Converſion is 
no- nat to be conſider d, as ſignifying our high State of a 
r it, {New Birth in Chriſt, or a ws that we are on a ſud- 
Iden made New Creatures, but that we are thus ſuddenly 
God call d and flirr'd up to look after a Newneſs-of Nature. 
t has Four tblp, That this Senfebility, or manife/t Feeling of the 
Operations of God upon our Souls, wilt mn we have 
experienc'd in theſe firſt Awakenings, are not to be 
expected, or deſir d to go along with us, through the 
Courſe of our Purification. Fifibiy, That the Puri- 
fication. of our Souls, or the Renewal of our firſt Birth 
and State, is ſomething entirely diſtinct from this firſt 
Boil, ſudden Converſion, or Gall to Repentance ; that it is 
11 offnot a Thing done in an Iaſtant, but is a certain Proceſs, | 
good. a gradual Releaſe. from our Captivity and Diſorder, con- 
od isfliſting of ſeveral Stages and Degrees, which the Soul 
aiſedſmuſt go through, before it can have thoroughly put 
zeing (off the old Man. I will not ſay that this muſt needs 
Lives|ibe in the /ame Degree in all, or that there cannot be 
hear- any Exception to this. But thus much is true and cer- 
f theſþain, that Jeſus Chriſt is our Pattern, that wha he did 
s offfor us, that we are alſo to do for ourſelves, or, in other 
peni-· Words, we mult follow him in the Regeneration. For 
'thatwhat he did, he did, both as our Atonement and Exam- 
2d ol ple, his Proceſs, or Courſe of Life, Temptations, Suf- 
e, asferings, denying his own Will, Death and Reſurrecti- 


ng ton, was all done, and gone through on our Account, | 


*. becauſe: the human Soul wanted fuch a Proceſs of Rege- 
offreration and Redemption; becaute, only in ſuch a gra- 
Ins off Preceſ, all that was loſt in Adam, could be re- 
re. 10 N to us en A en it is beyond all 
beg 1 1 B 2 SE»! L [Doubh, | 


(.16 1 
doubt, that this Proceſs is to be look'd upon, as the 


ſtated Method of our Purification. 


It is well worth obſerving, that our Saviour's great- 


eſt Trials were near the End of his Proceſs or Life, 


that he then experienc'd the ſbarpeſt Part of our Re- 
demption.. This might ſufficiently ſhew us; that our 


. firſt Awakenings have carry'd us but a little way; that 


we ſhould not then begin to be /e/f-afſared of our own Cal. 


_ wation, but remember that we ſtand at a great Diſtance 
from, and in great Ignorance of our ſevereſt Trials. 


 Toſumupall in a word: Nothing hath ſeparated 
us from God but our own Will, or rather our own 
Will is our Separation from God. All the Diſorder, 
and Corruption, and Malady of our Nature, lies in a 
certain Fixedneſs of our own Will, Imagination, and 


Deſires, wherein we live to ourſelves, are our own 


Center and Circumference, act wholly from ourſelves, 


according to our own Will, Imagination and Deſires. 

There is not the ſmalleſt degree of Evil in us, but 
what ariſes from his Selſiſbneſß, becauſe we are thus 
Al in All to ourſelves X 


It is this Se/f that our Saviour calls upon us to de- 
ny; it is this Life of Seſ% that we are to hate and to 
Toſe, that the Kingdom of God may ariſe in us, that 
is, that God's Will may be done in us. All other 
Sacrifices that we make, whether of worldly Goods, 
Honours or Pleaſures, are but ſmall Matters, compar'd 


to that Sacrifice and Deſtruction of all Selfiſhneſs, as 
well ſpiritual as natural, that muſt be made before 
dur Regeneration, hath had its perfect Work. 


There is a Denial of our own Mill, and certain 
Degrees even of ſe/f-denying Virtues, which yet give 
no Diſturbance to 2his Selfiſbneſs. 'To be humble, 
mortify'd, devout, patient in a certain Degree, and 
to be perſecuted for our Virtues, is no Hurt to this 
Selfiſhneſs ; nay, /piritual-ſelf muſt haye all theſe Vir- 


ues to ſubſiſt upon; and his Life conſiſts in ſeeing, 


Fnowing and feeling the Bulk, Strength, and Reality 


of them. But flill in all this ſhew and Glitter of Vir- 


tue, there is an unpurified Bottom on which they ſtand, 


there is a Se/f/bneſs which can no more enter into the 


Kingdom 


ger fect, to 


Kingdom of Heaven, than the Groſſneſs of Fleſh and 
Blood can enter into it. 5 3 5 
What we are to feel and undergo in theſe laſt 
Purifications, when the deefe/# Root of all Selfiſhneſs, 
as well ſpiritual as natural, is to be plucked ug and 
torn from us, or how we {hall be able to ſtand in that 
Trial, are both of them equally impoſſible to be 
known by us before-hand. 80 
It is enough for us to know, that we hunger and 
thirſt after the Righteouſneſs which is in Chriſt Jeſus ; that 
by Faith we deſire and hope to be in him new Crea- 
tures; to know, that the greateſi Humility, the moſt 
abhſalule Reſiguation of our whole ſelves unto God, is 
our 'greate/# and higheſt Fitneſs to receive our greateſt 
and higheft Purification; from the Hands of God. 
It is a Miſtake therefore, to confine the being 
guided by God's Holy Spirit, to particular Times 
and Occaſions, to Prophets and Apoſtles, and ex- 
traordinary Meſſengers of God! and to call it Ex, 
thufiaſm, when the common Chriſtian looks, and truſts 
to be continually led and inſpired by the Spirit of God, 
For tho! all are not called to be Prophets, or Apoſtles, 


7 


yet all are called to be holy, as He who has calle 


them is boly, to be perfect as tbeir beqvenly Father is 

: like minded with Chrift,, to will only as 
God wills, to do all to his Honour and Glory, to 
renounce. the Spirit of this World, to have their 
Converſation in Heaven, to ſet their Affections on 
Things above, to love God with all their Heart, 


Soul, and Spirit, and their Neighbour as themſelves. 


Behold a Work as great, as divine and ſupernatural, 
as that of a Prophet and an Apoſtle, But to ſuppoſe 
that we ought, and may always be in this Spirit of 
Holineſs, and yet are not, and ought not to be a/- 


aways moved and led by the Breath and Spirit of God 


evithin us, is to ſuppoſe, that there is a Holineſs and 


Goodneſs which comes not from God ; which is na 


better than ſuppoſing, that there may be. true Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles who have not their Truth from 


Now 


— 


5 ; 
A % , | 


| 8 1 rs 

Now the Holineſs of the common Chriſtian is not 
an occaſional Thing, that begins and ends, or is on- 
ly for ſuch 2 Time, or Place, or Action, but is the 
Holineſs of that, which is always alive, and ſtirring in 
us, namely, of our Thoughts, Wills, Deſires and 
Affections. If therefore theſe are always alive in us, 


always driving, or governing our Lives, if we can 


have no Holineſs, or Goodneſs, but as this Life of 
Thought, Will, and Affection works in us, if we are 


all called to this inward Holineſs and Goodneſs, then 
'2 perpetual, always 2 Operation of the Spirit of 


God within us, is abſolutely neceſſary. For we can- 


not be inwardly led and governed by a Spirit of 


Goodneſs, but by being governed by the Spirit of God 


himſelf. For the Spirit of God, and the © Spirit of | 


Goodneſs are not two Spirits, nor can we be ſaid to 


| have any more of the one, than we have of the other. 
No if our Thoughts, Wills, and Affections, need 


only be now and then holy and good, then indeed, 
the proving: and breathing Spirit of God need only 
now and then govern us. But if bur Thoughts and 


Affections are to be always holy and good, then the 

Holy and good Spirit of God is to be always operating, 
as a Principle of Life within us 
I The Scripture faith, We are not ſufficient of ourſelves 
0 think a good Thought, If fo, then we cannot be 


q 


chargeable with not thinking, and willing that which 
is good, but upon this'Suppoſition, That there is always 


2 ſupernatural Power within us, ready, and able to 


help us to the 


ood,” which we cannot have from 


ourſelves. \ 


< LEE 9”, 2. . n Finn 
The Difference then of a good and a bad Man, 


does not lye in this, that the one wills'that which is 


ood, and the other does not; but ſolely in this, that 


he one concurs with the living inſpiring Spirit of 


God within him, and the other reſiſts it, ard is, and 
can be only chargeable with Evil becaufe he reſiſts it. 
Therefore whether you conſider that which is good, 


or bad in a Man, they equally prove the perpetual 


15 „Indawvelling, and Operation of the Spirit of God within 


us, ſince we can only be bad by reſiſting, as we are 


good, 


equally ſuppoſe a perpe 
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good, by yielding to the Spirit of God; both which — 


etual Operation of the Spirit 
of God within us. + „ 5 
How firmly our eſtabliſhed Church adheres to this 
Doctrine of the Neceſſity of the perpetual Operation of 
the holy Spirit, as the one only Source and Poflibility 
of any Degree of divine Light, Wiſdom, Virtue, and 
Goodneſs in the Soul of Man, bow earneſtly ſhe wills 


and requires all her Members to live in the moſt open 


Profeſſion of it, and in the higheſt Conformity to it, 
may be ſeen by many ſuch Prayers as theſe in her 
common, ordinary, public Service. | | 
O God for as much as without T bee, we are not able to 
pleaſe Thee, grant that thy holy Spirit may in all 
Things direct and rule our Hearts. Again we pray 
Thee, that thy Grace may ALWAYS prevent and follow 
us, and make us CONTINUALLY o be given t all 


good Works. Again, Grant to us, Lord, awe beſeech Thee, 


the Spirit to think and do ALWAYS ſuch Things as be 
rightful, that we, who cannot do ANY, THING that 
is good, WITHOUT Thee, may, by Thee, be enabled 
to live according to thy Will. Again, Becauſe the 


Frailty of Man, WITHOUT Thee, CANNOT 7 9 : :. 


FALL, keep-us EVER, by thy Help, from all Things 
hurtful, and LEAD us to all Things profitable to our Sal- 
vation, &c. Again, O God from whom all good Things do 
come, grant to us, thy humble Servants, that by THY 
holy INSPIRATION, we may THINK thoſe Things 
that be good, and, by thy merciful GUIDING, may 
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